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Hafa Adai Madame Speaker:

Pursuant to Public Law 34-16, transmitted herewith is the following Executive Order:
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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2022-23

RELATIVE TO EXTENDING THE PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2020, 1, Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, JMaga’hágan Gudhan,
Governor of Guam, acting pursuant to the power provided by the Organic Act of Guam
and the laws of Guam, declared a public health emergency on the island of Guam due to
dangers posed by the 2019 novel coronavirus (“COVID-19”); and

WHEREAS, since I first declared the public health emergency, our island has made
substantial progress towards protecting our community from the deleterious effects of
COVID- 19, through testing, vaccination and treatment initiatives; and

WHEREAS, though our community level metrics have fluctuated in recent months, they
have trended downward overall. As of the time of this writing, our COVID-19 Community
Level, calculated according to criteria announced by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (“CDC”) is Low. Our test positivity rate is 4.0%, our effective
retransmission value is 0.82, and we have 12.6 daily new cases; and

WHEREAS, while it appears our island may have weathered the surges brought on by the
Omicron variant, it is important to remain mindful of our continued vulnerability to the
regional spread of COVID- 19, including the recent surge in cases experienced by the island
of Chuuk, which is one flight away from our island; and

WHEREAS, the progress made in our local and national response to COVID-19 is not a
complete measure of success when the potential for emergence of new variants continues
to pose a threat to our safety; and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the continued existence of a global threat posed by COVID
19, our administration continues to work towards the wind-down of our local public health
emergency, by transitioning certain emergency measures to permanent operations, which
will enable us to cultivate internal resources that will help our island prepare for whatever
the future may bring; and

WHEREAS, our hard-won elimination of community restrictions is only one aspect of
emergency measures implicated during the pandemic; several outstanding issues must be
resolved prior to ending the public health emergency; and

WHEREAS, the remaining items sustained by the continued renewal of our local public
health emergency include the following:

Activation of Guam National Guard. Though we have substantially reduced our
operational requirements for Guam National Guard assistance, our guardsmen
continue to provide COVID-l9 response services, including providing support for
vaccination and booster clinics.
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Licensure of Healthcare Professionals. Licensing requirements, permits or fees
required by Guam law are waived until the termination of the public health
emergency. This measure enabled our island to avail of the services of over one
thousand (1,000) medical healthcare professionals during the pandemic, including
ninety-five (95) physicians. At present time, fifty-five (55) Emergency Temporary
Work Permits remain pending, including for nurses, physicians, and respiratory
therapists. The public health emergency enables our professional boards to issue
these temporary permits. and loss of this mechanism will cripple our recovery.
Guam medical resources are scarce, even outside the emergency context. Providing
a mechanism for temporary permitting in the absence of a public health emergency
will require legislation and coordination with medical compacts to which Guam is
a party. There is simply no immediate solution to this issue once the public health
emergency is ended.

• Liability Waiver for Healthcare Providers. Healthcare facilities or providers
directly supporting the COVID- 19 Unified Response Effort (“CURE”) Action
Team’s plans or directives are entitled to immunity under 10 GCA Section
19804(b)(2). The liability waiver provided in Section 19804 is contingent upon the
declaration of a public health emergency.

• COVID-19 Response Differential Pay. Category 1 Government of Guam
employees are eligible for ten percent (10%) COVID- 19 Differential Pay. As of the
time of this writing, affected employees include one hundred eighty-seven (187)
firefighters, three hundred twenty-seven (327) members of the Guam Police
Department, five hundred twenty-seven (527) Guam Memorial Hospital Authority
employees, and ninety-four (94) Department of Public Health and Social Services
employees, a total of one thousand one hundred thirty-five (1,135) Government of
Guam frontliners.

• Emergency Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (“SNAP”)
Allotments. Section 2302 of the Families First Coronavirus Response Act
(“FFCRA”) authorizes emergency allotments for SNAP households “[un the event
of a public health emergency declaration by the Secretary of Health and Human
Services. . . based on an outbreak of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID- 19) and the
issuance of an emergency or disaster declaration by a State based on an outbreak of
COVID-l9. As of May 2022, this emergency allotment provided over $2 million in
cumulative monthly assistance to over fifteen thousand (15,000) households.
Current projections indicate that affected households still exceed thirteen thousand
(13,000) households; and

WHEREAS, in light of the critical nature of these pending issues, it is necessary to renew
the public health emergency at this time; and

WHEREAS, our community continues to act with the necessary care and compassion in
our recovery from COVID- 19, which enabled us to lift restrictions and reopen broadly
months ago, and which allow us to enjoy the same level of ease in the face of fluctuating
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metrics. On behalf of myself and Lt. Governor Josh Tenorio, I thank you for helping our
community stay healthy at the peak of the pandemic, and today.

NOW THEREFORE, I, LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO, I Maga ‘hdgan Gudhan,
Governor of Guam, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Organic Act of Guam as
amended, do hereby order:

1. EXTENSION OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY. The public health
emergency first declared in Executive Order No. 2020-03, and most recently
extended in Executive Order No. 2022-22, shall be extended for an additional thirty
(30) day period, effective October 6, 2022. The public health emergency is now
scheduled to expire on November 5, 2022.

2. SEVERABILITY. If any provision of this Executive Order or its application to any
person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions
or applications of this Order that can be given effect without the invalid provision
or application, and to this end, the provisions of this Order are severable.

3. PRIOR ORDERS REMAIN IN EFFECT. All prior Executive Orders in effect
prior to the issuance of this Order remain in full force and effect, except to the extent
they conflict with this Order.

SIGNED AND PROMULGATED at Hagátfla, Guam, this 4th day of October 2022.

LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO
Maga ‘hâgan Gudhan
Governor of Guam

Attested by:

HERESE M. TERLAJE
Akto Sigundo Maga ‘hdgan Gudhan
Acting Lt. Governor of Guam
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